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Abstract

Sustainable Urban Planning is one of the most novel issues in the developing world,
particularly in Palestine as a newly established state, and a large part of it is still under the
Israeli occupation. Considering the diversity and interference of concepts and terms related
to the process of planning (such as urban planning, and spatial planning), this research is
concentrating on the objectives that are resulting from the planning process, taking into
consideration when determining these objectives, the spatial and services dimensions, where
the specific place is classified in this research as a urban space, and the planning objectives
focus on four fields that all of them form the goals of urban planning, including: commercial

residential development, transportation, facilities and services.

The rise of the Palestinian National Authority on part of the occupied Palestinian lands in the
West Bank and Gaza formed a distinction for what may be called as the beginning of
development and self-dependency stage, as planning in the occupied lands was controlled
by the Israeli occupation, where it suffered negligence of the Palestinian urban communities,
the absence of organizational plans for these communities that should consider the safe
planning criteria, this situation lasted until the beginning of the nineteen's of the 20" century.
Additionally, the plans prepared by the Israeli Civil Administration served only the Israeli
attitudes and desires aiming to limit and hinder the natural development of these communities.
The inevitable results of the Israeli policies were weakness in the scientific planning as a
whole due to the ignorance of benefiting from the available possibilities from one hand, and
the need of the future generations to achieve actual sustainability with its comprehensive
concept from the other hand. Consequently, the most crucial description of the planning and
development at that stage was that it was disordered and distorted, with many randomization
and underestimation of the safe planning principles that is followed in all the cities of the

world, especially, Arab cities.
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When the Palestinian National Authority built of the administrative organization of it institutions,
the planning institutions gained their share through making positive change in the hazardous
constructional heritage that the occupation left, through establishing the Ministry of Local
Governance in 1995, that is responsible for planning in the local institutions, and the Ministry
of Planning and International Cooperation in 1996, that was separated as an independent
body under the name Ministry of Planning and Administrative Development in 2004, and in
2015, the Council of Ministers decided to merge it with the Ministry of Finance to become the
Ministry of Finance and Planning. Through all of its various stages, was responsible for both
regional and national planning, whereas the Ministry of Public Work and Housing was formed
in 1995, as well as the Palestinian Economic Council of Development and Reconstruction
(PECDAR) in 1994, besides the private and international institutions that is trying collectively
to make a positive change on the planning and development aspects on all the different

levels.

In the first few years of the establishment of the Palestinian National Authority, the
municipalities and local bodies role began to grow through changing its organization and
adding new departments responsible for planning and preparing organizational plans aiming
to organize and direct the local institutions architecturally, but this does not mean that these
institutions succeeded in overcoming what he Israeli policies has left behind more than it has
tried to correct as much as possible through deep thinking of how to re-plan these
communication on scientific bases that leads to the hoped objective of sustainable

development.

Tulkarm is considered one of the Palestinian cities located in the north of the West Bank,
where there is plain nature extends towards the Palestinian coastal plain and the mountainous
environment towards the east. The population of the city were 58 thousand citizen in 2015
according to the PCBS, and the total area the organizational plan of the city includes 14

thousand acres.

In spite of the Palestinian sovereignty on the major cities including Tulkarm, its sustainable
urban planning didn’t reach the acceptable limit, this estimation came up from one of the
researchers through field observation as a citizen in the region of the city, and to provide an
evidence as we are in the 21 century, we find that the institutions and responsible agencies

responsible for planning works on constructing roads that connect the alleys together or even
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inside the same alley, add to that, the construction of facilities of every kind on lands classified
on the organizational plan as agricultural or green areas class one, in addition to building
multi-story buildings in areas classified as housing (A) villas alleys only? Constructing parks
for families on the side of wastewater flow area coming from Nablus that is 24 km east of
Tulkarm city, as well as the weakness of the electricity networks and the continuous cutout
of it from the city, and many other issues that harms the life and future of the citizens, the

city and the future generations.

As for the side that enhances the field observations, it is provided in a plan document for
institutional development prepared by the Municipality of Tulkarm in 2014 that clearly pointed
out that the planning responsibility is weak because there no general annual plans for the
municipality, and the inexistence of services development plans. The document also stated
that the organizational plan that was prepared in 2005 does not meet the minimum

requirements and needs of the citizens.

The research aims to shed light on the urban planning of the city, in addition to the unsafe
planning aspects that is characterized with insufficiency in different areas in the city, and
suggesting possible strategic options to reserve and achieve sustainable urban development
and making it factual to reach to what we can call the strategic framework of sustainable

urbanity, with consideration of the barriers that threatens urban sustainability.
The research is shedding light on the following main subjects:

Firstly: the historical development of the urban planning of Tulkarm City.
Secondly: analyzing the urban shape of Tulkarm City.
Thirdly: the influential factors of urban planning in Tulkarm City.
Fourthly: developing the city plans

Sixthly: suggested framework for the sustainable urban development of the city of Tulkarm.
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