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Abstract

This research studied the internal conflict experienced by the pre-Islamic man between urbanization and
nomadism, and between the establishment of an agricultural society based on stability and another society
based on animals, hunting or grazing. It is an eternal struggle that nations had suffered throughout history,
which clearly appeared in their legacies and myths. Because the pre-Islamic Arabs were an extension of
these ancient nations, they fought within themselves the same struggle, and left behind a legacy that
revealed the core of their ideas. Therefore, this research sought to reveal these ideas through a recurring
element in the poems of the pre-Islamic, represented by the struggle of the bull and the dogs, which the
poet evoked during the description of the she-camel. The research studied the elements of the story in light
of the myths and beliefs of nations, using the descriptive approach and mythology to finally reach the
symbolism of the bull and the dogs, and showed the close link between the bull and the agricultural
community by linking it with the mother goddess, the goddess of fertility and growth. The research also
worked on clarifying the relationship between dogs and the hunting community, through the Greek goddess
(Artemis), and then showed that the victory of the bull over the dogs was a victory for the deep desire for
stability and the formation of agricultural urban societies.

Keywords Agricultural society; pastoral society; myth, mother goddess; goddess of the hunt, bull and dogs;
Muallaqat.
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